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News in brief 


Arson expected at playground 

Teens are suspected of dam- 
aging some playground equip- 
ment at Cordell Park last week- 
end, police said. © 

The boys - described as 
three African American males 
and two white males —- were 
hanging around a tubular plas- 
tic slide at about 8:30 p.m. 
Saturday when passersby at the 
| park noticed them all scatter 
| into different directions, said 
| Sgt. Philip Czernik of the 
| Romulus Police Department. 


“The witnesses noticed that 
there was smoke coming from 
the slide after the kids left,” he 
| said. “They believe that the 
| kids were responsible for the 
| damage.” 
| The damages include two 
| 


tion of the slide, said Czernik. 

No one was hurt during the 
incident, according to police 
reports. 

There are currently no sus- 
pects in the fire, Czernik added. 

Anyone who knows who may 
be responsible for the damage 
is asked to call the Romulus 
Police at (734) 941-8400. 


Printer will get assignment 
The firm that handled print 
and layout work for the 2008 city 
calendar that was mailed to all 
residents will once again under- 
take the assignment for 2009. 
Johnson Lithograph was 
paid $7,728 to print and handle 
design work for the calendar, 
} and will do the same work for 
| that amount this year, according | 
| toa request submitted by Lynn. | 
| Conway, the city purchasing 
agent. 


The bid extension came 


| after representatives from the 
company called the city to 


year. 
The allotment for printing 
the city calendar is $8,000. 
Romulus City Council mem- 
bers approved the extension at 
their regular Monday meeting 


| Aug 4. 


Charter school gets 
new principal 

The Metro Academy school 
board and National Heritage 


holes burnt into the tube por- | 
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| Academies has selected Ricky | 


Fountain of Detroit to serve as 
the new principal at the school. 

Fountain replaces Andrew 
Cook, who retired from Metro 
Academy at the end of the 2007- 
2008 school year. Fountain 
comes to Metro Academy with 
extensive educational experi- 
ence and is eager to implement 
his knowledge of school opera- 
tions and management, officials 
sald. 

The new principal earned a 
bachelor of arts degree in 
English literature from the 
University of Michigan, as well 
as a master’s degree from 
Arizona State University. 

Upon receiving his master’s 
degree, Fountain joined the 
YMCA Service Learning 
Academy in Detroit as a kinder- 
garten teacher He was quickly 
promoted to assistant principal 
of the school and successfully 
served in that role for the past 
five years before accepting the 
principal position at Metro. 

Fountain is also enrolled in 
the education specialist pro- 
gram at Wayne State. 
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The 10th annual “1 “Thunder Over Michigan” will il fly-high this maakend at the Yankee Air MUSEU 


Air show soars at Yankee Air Museum 


Andrea King 
Staff Writer 


Thunder will fill the air this 
weekend as the Yankee Air 


Museum “Thunder Over 
Michigan” show takes place on 
Saturday and Sunday. 


In honor of the 10-year 
anniversary, the museum promis- 
es to make Thunder Over 
Michigan air display the best 
“war bird show ever,’ officials 
said. 

“One of the big things is the 
10th anniversary so we’re bring- 
ing the best of the last 10 years in 
a conglomeration show,” said 
Kevin Walsh, director of the 
event. “It’s going to make for a 
neat celebration.” 

The 10th annual event will fea- 
ture a salute to the ‘rough and 
tough’ P-47 Thunderbolt, plus a 
special segment dedicated to the 
beloved World War II Heavy 
Bombers. A wide variety of vin- 


Geiss, McNeill advance in primary 


Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 


Past and present Taylor officials 
swept the election for State 
Representative in the 22nd District. 

When the votes were counted in 
both cities, Democrat Douglas Geiss 


and Republican Daryl McNeill were 


advanced to compete for the seat 


93 
| don’t think there’s a lot 
of cooperation up there, 
and I think we can do 
better as a state. 








Daryl McNeill 





vacated by Hoon-Yung Hopgood (D- 
Taylor). 

Geiss — the current president of 
the Taylor City Council — ran a cam- 
paign based on worker retraining 
and increasing the number of police 
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tage and modern military fight- 
ers, bombers and transports will 
help celebrate the anniversary, 
too. 

“Tn only 10 short years, we are 
proud to have put Detroit on the 
map in the aviation event indus- 
try,’ said Walsh. “Our spectators 
are from all over the U.S. and 

-Canada and we even have fans = 
traveling overseas from England, 
France, Belgium and the 
Netherlands. 

“There’s something for every- 
one,” he added. “It’s an entertain- 
ing venue in the Detroit area with 
a variety of items going on. It’s a 
show within a show.” 

New this year, the air display 
will introduce North America’s 
largest armored World War II bat- 
tle reenactment, featuring 
numerous vehicles and aircraft. 
The museum has brought in spe- 
cial guest Gunnery Sgt. R. Lee 
Ermey. Golden Globe nominee 
Ermey, who stared in the film 





Douglas Geiss 


officers working at the Taylor 
Michigan State Police Post. 

“Having the post there provides 
assistance we need at the local level, 
and I would like to see s full staff 
working at that facility,’ Geiss said in 
an interview last month. 

McNeill, who edged out another 
Republican competitor, said he’s 
seeking the office because he 
believes eels aos need to work 


he R Sa oman ¢ EN 


“Full Metal Jacket’, will sign 
autographs and take pictures 
within the tent. 


“The battle reenactment will 


have 3,000 actors and more than 
50 vehicles in the field show,” 
said. Walsh. “‘Also, there’s a World 
War II dogfight with bi-planes 


and tri-planes; a mock air to air 


battle between the British and 
the German aircraft so the public 


will just love it; a dogfight in the 
Sky.” 

The U.S. Navy’s F/A-18C 
Hornet Single Ship tactical 
demonstration and the U.S. Air 
Force F-16C Viper Single-Ship 
Tactical demonstration teams 
will also put their respective jets 
through ‘hard core’ demonstra- 
tions reaching speeds more than 
700 m.p.h., which is just under 
the speed of sound. 

Officials said pilots will pull in 
excess of 8 G’s in their maneuvers 


See Show, page 3 





Daryl McNeill 


more effectively to restore Michigan 
to prosperity. 

“When you look at what hap- 
pened last year - the state was 
almost shut down (because of the 
budget) — that would have been dev- 
astating to residents and the state in 
general,” he said. “I don’t think 
there’s a lot of cooperation up there, 


See Outcome, page 3 
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building 
nits low 


Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 





New home construction has 
taken a hit in Romulus because of 
the overall state economic situa- 
tion, but ideas about how to lure 
more residents into new and exist- 
ing homes also seem to have hit a 
snag among city officials. 

Once the mainstay of develop- 
ment activity in the city, more than 
1,500 homes were built in Romulus 
from 2000 to 2006, but as economic 
fortunes changed, so did the level 
of residential building activity in 
the city, according to city estimates. 

Now, the level of residential 
construction in the city is creating 
a quandary for the city, which 
needs to increase the number of 
residents to attract commercial 
projects. 

“For years we have heard that 
we need more rooftops for devel- 
opers to come in here, and we got 
more rooftops,” said Mayor Alan 
Lambert. “Now we have more 
homes, and the economy just 
tanked.” 

Residential development and 
commercial development — both of 
which have been a matter of 
intense efforts at city hall —are tied 
together because commercial busi- 
nesses prefer more populous areas 
in which to set up shop. A higher 
number of residences guarantee a 
certain number of customers and 
workers for the business. 

But because residential build- 
ing has faltered, some are openly 
wondering if commercial develop- 
ment will also falter. 

Councilman William Wadsworth 
said it’s fruitless to actively seek 
new residential projects right now. 

“The bottom line is that we want 
to see the homes that are already 
here sell for the good of our resi- 
dents,” he said. “The demand for 
new homes was largely based on 
mortgage companies giving people 
huge loans — it’s tragic what is hap- 
pening to those folks now. 

“Fhe economy in Michigan is 
going to have to turn around for 
anything to get better,” he said. “I 
do think the ear industry will have 
to turn around — people need to 
start buying more American cars.” 

Lambert said development pic- 
ture in the city for both residential 
and commercial development is 
beyond frustrating. 

“If a developer thinks he can 
build new homes and sell them, of 
course were going to listen to 
them,” he said. “there’s not much 
activity right now, but we’re going 
to just keep trying. One thing I 
would like to see happen is consid- 
eration of the airport — there are 
30,000 people that go through the 
airport every day, and they're not 
counted as potential customers. 

‘But if you go to the Merriman 
Road area, where Leonardo’s is, 
there’s people waiting outside to 
get in because there’s no where 
else in the area to eat,” he added. 


See Houses, page 3 
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Deadline tor schoo! hoard candidates neal 


Andrea King 
Staff Writer 


The Van Buren Publie School 
District is seeking candidates for 
the 2008-2009 school board. The 
district will have two open seats, 
which are currently filled by Keith 
Johnston and Toni Hunt, accord- 
ing to Kathy Kovach, administra- 
tive assistant to the superintend- 
ent of schools. 

The election will take place 
Novy. 4, but anyone interested in 
running must file by 4 p.m. on Aug. 
12 at Van Buren Township Hall in 
order to appear on the ballot. 

To date, only one candidate has 
filed—Tim McCoy, a pastor at 


Liberty Baptist Church, according 
to Kathy Cline, deputy clerk of Van 
Buren Township. 

Each candidate must fill out an 
affidavit of identify form, as well as 
a nominating petition with 40 sig- 
natures of registered voters and a 
maximum of 100 valid signatures. 
Residents can only sign the peti- 
tion for the municipality listed in 
the heading, where they are a resi- 
dent and they can sign as many 
petitions as there are vacancies. 
The candidate must also be a resi- 
dent of the Van Buren Public 
School District, however, they 
should not sign the ‘certificate of 
circulator’ until after all signa- 
tures are obtained, according to 





| think over: Fihp y years, the school board has made many 
accomplishments, like the all-day kindergarten, the 
seven hour school day at Belleville High School, 
all with the help of board action. 


‘Keith Johnston 





officials. 

Trustee Toni Hunt said she is 
undecided about whether or not 
she will seek reelection to the 
board. She said, as of publication, 
that she has “family things going 
on’ and she wants to make sure 


‘Moms’ to host open house in Plymouth 


Lester L. Holmes, Jr. 
Staff Writer 


A national organization that advo- 
cates an organic family lifestyle is 
launching a new chapter in 
Plymouth. 

The Holistic Moms Networleh is 
sponsoring an open house tonight at 
the Plymouth District Library. The 
reception is the first official event in 
metropolitan Detroit for the 5-year- 
old organization. 

According to officials from the 
network, the group is a non-profit 
organization connecting parents who 


are passionate about holistic health - 


and green living. 

‘Through monthly meetings, our 
local chapters bring parents together 
in a non-judgmental environment 
that honors their lifestyle and par- 
enting choices,” said Dr. Nancy 
Massotto, executive director. 

Massotto said the group, which 
has more than 120 chapters across 
the country, has-grown in popularity 
as more Americans! Séle Ways! to! 
incorporate green and healthy living 
into their lifestyles, including parent- 
ing. 

“A majority of today’s moms say 
that pregnancy inspired a shift to 
green living, and three quarters of 
Americans seek out some form of 
alternative medicine,” said Massotto, 
“sO we're Seeing a surge of interest in 
our organization,’ she added. 

The local chapter will be led by 


WATCH FOR DAILY 1 News UPDATES ON OUR WEBSITE 
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Andrea Stevens, a 36-year-old stay-at 
-home mom from Redford Township 
who became familiar with the group 
while searching out holistic living 
techniques online. Through her web 
research, Stevens realized there 
were no chapters in Michigan and 
she wanted to change that. 

“T took a leap of faith and here we 
are,” said Stevens. It’s been a very 
enthusiastic response,” said Stevens 
who selected Plymouth as the home 
base of the Michigan chapter due to 
its proximity to Detroit and Ann 
Arbor as well as the western Wayne 
County communities. 

Stevens who became familiar 
with the holistic 
lifestyle while 
taking a holistic 
birth class two 
years ago during ,T 
her pregnancy 
with her second 
child said she is a 
“moderate” when 
it comes to an 
organic lifestyle 
but wants to seta 
healthy example 
for her family 
and assist others 
in improving 
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Moms Network 
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NIM'S ISLAND (PG) 


THE X-FILES: | WANT TO BELIEVE (PG-13) 
7:15, 9:35 FRI/SATLS-41:55 
THE DARK KNIGHT (PG-13) 12:40, 3:40, 6:40, 9:40 


12:15, 2:35, 4:55 TH 12:15, 2:35 

HELLBOY Il: THE GOLDEN ARMY (PG-13) 9:20 
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open house will begin at 6:30 p.m. 
Future meetings of the organization 
will be from 9:45 a.m.-1:45 p.m. at the 
Plymouth District Library the first 
Thursday of every month. Moms, 
dads, grandparents, partners, and 
other caregivers of children are 
welcome to participate. For 
more information, contact 
Stevens (313) 220-4592 or e-mail 
her at amstevens14@juno.com. 
The Holistic Moms Network web- 
site address is www.holistic- 
moms.org or contact the national 
office at 
(877)HOL- 
MOMS. 


www.GQTi.com 
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Thureday, August 14th 


she can commit fully to the posi- 
tion before she decides to run 
again. 

Keith Johnston, who has been 
on the school board for eight years, 
said he will not be seeking reelec- 
tion. 


“Pic Poy nate Week” 
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“T think over the years, the 
school board has made many 
accomplishments, like the all-day 
kindergarten, the seven hour 
school day at Belleville High 
School, all with the help of post 
action,” he said. 

Johnston declined comment on 
any details of his decision not to 
seek reelection. 

Nomination petitions can be 
obtained at township hall, 46425 
Tyler Road. A $100 filing fee may 
also be paid as an alternative to fil- 
ing petitions. The deadline for a 
candidate to withdraw their name 
from the ballot is 4 p.m. on Aug. 15. 
For more information, contact the 
clerk’s office at (734) 699-8909. 


..creative images done on 
location in studio, color & béw. 
Book your photo session 
by 8-31-08 and receive 
1/2 OFF the sitting fee 
with package purchase. 
Michael Reynolds Photography | 

[DA-LIF-9I9 | 


www.michaelreynoldsphotography.com 





THIS IMAGE HAS 
BEEN DOCTORED. 


Lose 21 Pounds in 4 Weeks. 


There’s no more effective way to lose weight than with 


a physician monitored program: Only a medical doctor : 


can tell you whether your weight problems are caused 


by slow metabolism, your medication, your thyroid or 


other issues. And only a medical doctor can help. Not 


only will you lose weight fast, it’s safe and designed to 


maintain your weight loss permanently. Find out how 


easy and affordable it is to have your image doctored 
too. Call for a location near you, 866-MD-1-THIN. 


the center for medical weight loss° 


866.MD.1.THIN 


www.mdbethin.com 


ATIHBD-V-495 


. “Results based on a random sample of 58 men and 61 women on our medically prescribed diet. Results may vary by center Programs available for 18 years and older. 
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Seniors may be able to defer 2008 property taxes 


Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 


For the third consecutive year, Romulus 
residents who meet certain low-income 
requirements will be able to defer their 
property taxes. 

Romulus City Council members voted to 
accept the recommendation of City 
Treasurer Pamela Kersey Monday night to 
allow residents more time to pay 2008 sum- 
mer and winter taxes without interest or 
penalties. 

Kersey said the program has been a good 
for residents who are finding themselves 
financially squeezed as utility, gas, and food 
prices soar. 

“IT hope residents who qualify do take 
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advantage of this program because it really 
can help them with their finances,” she said. 
“Also, because the income requirements 
have been raised, more people will qualify.” 

Each year, the number of individuals 
seeking a deferment has remained about the 
same, Kersey said. The treasurer expects 
that trend to continue. 

“We're still seeing a number of people 
who are experiencing problems,” she said. 

Under the plan, residents would be able 
to defer payments, but would have to make 
sure all funds in arrears are caught up by 
Feb. 28, 2009 to avoid additional penalties. 

To qualify, residents must be 62 years old 
or older, including the unmarried surviving 
spouse of a person who was 62 or older at the 
time of his or her death. Qualifying residents 
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may also be paraplegic or quadriplegic, be 
an income-eligible serviceman or service- 
woman or a veteran, or could be designated 
as legally blind or otherwise permanently 
and totally disabled. 

This year, the income requirement has 
been raised, and only those people who fit 
into the above criteria with incomes not to 
exceed $40,000 may apply. Previously, the 
income level was cut off at $35,000 annually. 

Kersey said the program allows residents 
to pay in increments, or make one payment 
at a time. 

“Our system is set up to take 10 pay- 
ments,” she said. “Taking the payments does 
create more work in the office, and we’re 
going to try not to incur overtime. But we’re 
going to do whatever we can to help the citi- 





zens.” 

Councilman William Wadsworth said the 
approving the program was a “no-brainer” 
given the economic circumstances of several 
residents. Also, he said it is not likely to affect 
the way city services are funded because of 
the relatively few people who are qualified 
for the program. 

“T don't see it having any effect at all on 
the city’s general fund,” he said. 

“It’s a perk for senior citizens — we do it 
every year.” 

Applications must be filled out and turned 
into the treasurer’s office by Sept. 30. 
Applications can be picked up at the treasur- 
er’s office on the main level of city hall. 

More information is available from the 
treasurer’s office at (734) 942-7580. 


Calendar of events 


Living Rock marks one year . 


Members of the Living Rock Church will celebrate one year in 
their new facility on Ecorse Road with special services on Sunday, 


Aug. 10. 


The church had a presence in Romulus for several years before 
the opening of the new building which was officially dedicated in 
2007. The public is invited to attend the service. 

The Living Rock Church us located at 33200 Ecorse Road in 
Romulus. For information about service times, call the church at 


(734) 641-4821. 
Golf outing tees off 


The Romulus Chamber of Commerce annual golf fundraiser will 
take place on Aug. 21 at the Woodlands of Van Buren Golf Course. 
Proceeds from the outing help to fund the business activities of 


the chamber. 


Special early-bird registration is now under way. For more infor- 
mation about rates, call the chamber at (734) 893-0694, or e-mail the 
chamber at info@romuluschambercom. 


Author visits library 


As part of the Romulus Public Library book discussion rotation, 
an author will join the discussion of his book next month. 
Harry Bryce, the writer of “Land of the Morning Calm,” will 
make a guest appearance at the library on Sept 8. 
Bryce will join the members of the book club to discuss his inspi- 


ration for the book. 


The Romulus Public Library is located at 11121 Wayne Road. For 
more information, call the library at (734) 942-7589. 


The Second Monday. Book Club. 


wr eases 


meetings are open to the public. 


The Romulus Public Library Monday night book alas monthly 


Book discussions are free and open to all residents age 18 and 
up.-Participants need not register in advance. 

The library will have copies of the books, or staff members, will 
assist readers in getting inter-library loan copy. 

Remaining books on the discussion schedule are: “Pontoon-A 


Novel of Lake Wobegon” 


by Garrison Keillor, which will be dis- 


cussed Aug. 11; “At Home in Mitford” by Jan Karon, which will dis- 
cussed Oct. 13; and “A River Runs Through It” by Norman Maclean, . 


which will by discussed Nov. 10. 


Refreshments will be served The Romulus Public Library is 
located at 11121 Wayne Road. For more information, call the library 


at (734) 942-7589. 


— Events are compiled by Staff Writer Molly Tippen. 


Show - Highly anticipated flights 


FROM PAGE 1 


to show the tactical capabilities of 
the modern fighter jets. The single- 
ship demonstrations also show 
them flying as low as 500 feet and 
climbing straight up to altitudes of 
more than 15,000 feet, they said. 

“Both teams limit the number of 
shows they do annually in the U.S. 
and both made sure Detroit was on 
their schedule,” said Walsh. “The 
Navy’s team is only doing 21 shows 
this year and the Air Force’s team 
is only participating in 16 shows, 
making this their third consecutive 
year for being part of the Thunder.” 

The F/A-18C Hornet is from the 
VFA-106 Gladiators based at Naval 
Air Station Oceania in Virginia, 
with demonstration pilot Lt. Chris 
_ “Sarge” Miranda. The team will 
also conduct a legacy flight, where 
a restored vintage aircraft will fly 
with the Hornet in a series of pass- 
es for the Thunder crowd. 

The F-16C Viper from the 20th 
fighter wing at Shaw Air Force 
base in South Carolina, will be 
piloted by Capt. George W. “Dog” 
Clifford. 

The air force will conduct its 
own heritage flight where a 
restored World War II P-51D 
Mustang fighter that will fly a num- 
ber of profiles with the modern-day 
F-16 Viper. 

Also new to the event is an 
exclusive flight-line chalet, allow- 
ing guests to upgrade their ticket 
and enjoy the show in a comfort- 
able and close-up view, according 
to officials. 


The flight-line chalet is a spa- 
cious, tented area designed for 
viewers to enjoy the shade and 
have access to table and chairs. 
Space is limited to 300 people per 
day. Advance tickets are $25 for 
people 16 and older or $40 per day 
if purchased at the show. Children 
under 15 are free when accompa- 
nied by an adult. It does not 
include air show or parking tickets 

Lauded as the best war bird 
show in America, the Yankee Air 
Museum 2008 Thunder Over 
Michigan air display will also keep 
with their strong theme of saluting 
vintage and modern aircraft, offi- 
cials said. 

“Because of its unique line-up, 
people travel across the country to 
see these things,” Walsh said. 
“There’s a uniqueness to the gath- 
ering that makes us different from 
every other air show.” 

Tickets are $20 or $25 at the 
gate. The Yankee Air Museum 
eliminated youth fees last year and 
allows children under 15 for free. 
Parking is $5 before or $10 at the 
gate. 

All proceeds of the event will go 
toward the rebuilding efforts after 
the October 2004 fire that devastat- 
ed the hangar and most contents. 
Tickets are available’ at 
www-starticketsplus.com, by phone 
at 1 (800) 585-3737, at Meijer stores 
or at a StarTicketsPlus kiosk. 

Thunder Over Michigan is locat- 
ed at the historic Willow Run 
Airport in Belleville. For more 
information, visit www.yankeealr- 
museum.org. 


Bacteria shutters Belleville Lake 


Andrea King 
Staff Writer 


Belleville Lake beach is closed 
indefinitely because of a high bacte- 
ria count. 

According to the Wayne County 
Department of Public Health, the 
closure notice for the public bathing 
beach at Belleville Lake in Van 
Buren Township had water sample 
results that surpassed the water 
quality standards. 

“Surface samples taken this 
week indicated that the water 
exceeds the Michigan Public Health 
Code for E. Coli bacteria,” said 
Loretta V. Davis, a director and 
health officer for the Wayne County 
Department of Public Health. 
“Public swimming and full body 
contact with the water at Belleville 
Lake should not take place until fur- 
ther notice.” 

Dan Swallow, deputy director of 
planning and economic develop- 
ment for Van Buren Township, said 
they have not discovered any new 
sources for the bacteria, but com- 
mon sources are waterfowl, wildlife, 
storm water runoff and failing sep-. 


78-year-old woman Is 


Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 


A 78-year-old Inkster woman 
walked away unhurt from a robbery, 
but without a few personal posses- 
sions. 

Police say a 40-year-old Flat Rock 
man approached the woman in the 
early morning hours of Aug. 5 while 
she waited for her daughter to come 
out of the 25-Hour store on the 26000 
block of Michigan Avenue. The vic- 
tim was in the process of driving her 
daughter to an area motel when 
they decided to stop at the store. 

“She was in the car, and the man 
came up to her vehicle and stole her 
purse,” said Det. Patrick 
McLaughlin of the Inkster Police 
Department. “He reached into the 


tic systems. 

‘“There’s also an outside chance 
of an illegal or illicit discharge, but 
nothing has been discovered to 
date,” he said. “The warm, still 
weather appears to be a contribut- 
ing factor by creating an environ- 
ment favorable for bacteria growth.” 

Swallow said the beach is closed 
until the county health department 
determines it is safe for full-body 
activities, like swimming, which will 
be based on the bacteria counts in 
the water samples that are taken 
two times per week. 

“This advising is unique 
because it appears that other near- 
shore locations around Belleville 
Lake also showed high bacteria 
counts,” said Swallow. “We are still 
looking for possible sources and 
the township has our environmen- 
tal consultants doing additional 
sampling around the lake.” 

Water quality standards for sam- 
ples collected recently at the Pier 
Park, Crescent Sail Club, Blue 
Heron, Silver Spring, Crosswinds 
Marsh and Newburg Lake recre- 
ational areas were all within 
acceptable limits for public 


car through an unlocked door and 
took her purse.” 

The man then fled the scene with 
the purse, which contained an 
unspecified amount of money and 
some personal items, McLaughlin 
said. 

The victim’s daughter came out 
of the store to find her mother 
unhurt but considerably shaken up. 
The women reported the crime to 
police shortly thereafter, police said. 

McLaughlin said the assailant 
was able to disappear into a wooded 
area near the store. However, offi- 
cers on routine patrol later appre- 
hended the man as he walked on 
foot in the general area. The victim 
was able to identify the man robbed 
her, and he was taken into custody at 
that point. 


bathing, according to the county 
health department. 

Belleville Lake beach was 
closed a few times in 2006 for other 
cases of high bacteria counts. The 
county health department also 
issued one advisory this year, as 
well. 

“This actually occurs infre- 
quently on Belleville Lake,” said 
Swallow. ‘We have been looking at 
ways to better manage the water- 
fowl that like to rest at the beach 
area. Park staff has been actively 
scaring waterfowl away and clean- 
ing-up after them on a regular 
basis. Some other municipalities 
and parks have used noisemakers, 
dogs and plastic predators.” 

The public will be notified when 
the beach re-opens, officials said. 

Detailed beach water sample 
results are available on the 
Michigan Department’ of 
Environmental Quality website at 
www.michigan.gov/deq. 

For more information, contact 
the Wayne County Environmental 
Health Department at (734) 727-7400 
or the Van Buren Environmental 
Department at (734) 699-8913. 


robbed 


The purse was later discovered 
by a passerby in the field where the 
man disappeared hours earlier. 

Police did not release the name 
of the suspect Tuesday because he 
has not yet been charged with a 
crime. However, warrants are pend- 
ing at the Wayne County 
Prosecutor’s Office. He will remain 
in custody pending the outcome of 
the warrants, police said. 

The suspect is on probation for 
another incident, though police 
were unable to immediately what 
the incident was or where it 
occurred. 

It is aeneealls the policy of The 
Inkster Ledger-Star not to print the 
names of individual accused of a 
crime until they are charged in 
court. 








Houses 


FROM PAGE 1 


Two highly-publicized develop- 
ments have either fallen apart or 
experienced setbacks. A race track 
operator pulled out of a deal to 
build a harness racing track in 
Romulus about 18 months ago, and 
a bill that would have paved the 
way for an Indian casino to open in 


Romulus was voted down in 
Congress. 

About 6,000 jobs would have 
been created if those developments 
came to fruition, and the city was 
counting on those jobs to generate 
new and used home sales in the 
city, Lambert said. 

There is a silver lining, however 
Only one of about four new home 
projects was delayed because of a 
lack of sales, Lambert said. He also 


said the city has avoided laying off 
building inspectors, as other cities 
have, due to the lack of new con- 
struction. 

Despite the cloudy picture, 
Lambert said the economic devel- 
opment staff is exploring new proj- 
ects. 

“We’re hoping to attract new 
businesses and employers that may 
not be as dependent on the number 
of homes we have,” he said. 





0 | 
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and I think we can do better as a 
state.” 

Five residents of Taylor contested 
the state representative seat. 
Democrats included Geiss, who 
earned 2,833 votes, Jill Brandana, 
who earned 2,629, and Edward 
Mulka, who received 403 votes. 

Two Republicans also vied for the 
seat, including McNeill, who 
received 524 votes, and Don 
Lingerfelt, who received 408. 

All of those vote tallies are consid- 
ered to be unofficial counts. 

Geiss is a lifelong Taylor resident 
and engineer at Ford Motor Co. Geiss 
has been involved in politics for a 
long time, beginning in 1985 when he 
worked on the campaign of he late 


Congressman William D. Ford. He 
also served as a congressional page 
from 1986-87. He holds both a bache- 
lor’s degree from the University of 
Michigan, and a masters of business 
administration from the same school. 

MeNeill is spent his career in the 
ever-changing telecommunications 
industry. He was first hired by 
Taylor-based McLean-Hunter Cable, 
which was eventually acquired by 
Philadelphia-based Comcast 
Cablevision. 

Currently, McNeill is a customer 
service representative at the cable 
television provider’s Michigan 
Avenue office, which is located in the 
city of Wayne. He also ran a cam- 
paign that focused on job develop- 
ment and increased public safety 


within the district. 


Wayne County Commissioner Ed 
Boike ran unopposed for his seat, 
which means he will automatically 


be slotted in for an 18th term on that 
body. 

Also, voters in Romulus over- 
whelmingly approved the Zoological 
Society request for a 0.1 mill — or 10 
cents for $1,000 of taxable value — 
levy on real property to provide rev- 
enue to support zoo activities and 
upkeep. The final tally was 1,180 to 
610. 

The levy would be in place for 10 
years. The tax would generate $5 mil- 
lion in 2008. 

The zoo bill appeared headed 
toward approval in Wayne County by 
publication deadline. 

Canvassers have already hit the 
streets, and the vote should be final- 
ized this week, said Romulus City 
Clerk Linda Choate. 

The general election is scheduled 
for Nov. 4 

Finalized vote counts will be 
available at www.journalgroup.com. 
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Family Fun Adventure Day is Saturday at college 


Andrea King 
Staff Writer 


The Wayne County Community College 
District (WCCCD) and its continuing educa- 
tion division will combine education and fun 
for the entire family. 

The Family Learning Adventure Day 
event will take place from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on 
Saturday at the western campus, located at 
9555 Haggerty Road in Belleville. Its all to 
provide a fun-filled day that will educate, 
excite, entertain and amaze the family, 
according to school officials. 

“Last year we had a very different event— 
it was a family fun day, but with the great 
response we wanted to do something for the 
family with learning in a fun way,” said Dr. 
. George Swan, vice-chancellor of campus 
operations for the college. “It’s something we 
do to have people come to the campus and 
it’s part of pubic awareness, creating and 
learning community and inviting exploration 


and introspection to understand how it 
relates to the environment and the world.” 

Activities, like arts and crafts, a story cor- 
ner for toddlers, face painting and a giant 
moonwalk will be at the event. A bat conser- 
vations program, a nocturnal creature show, 
and a visit with McDonald’s Hamburglar will 
also be a part of the family day. 

Other educational programs and demon- 
strations will include the Oakwood Summer 
Car Safety program, a fire truck display, a 
simulated smoke filled house, a dunk tank, 
an animal rescue with adoptable pets and 
food—all for free. 

“The smoke house for example is a expe- 
rience I’ll never forget, along with climbing 
up the fire ladder,” said Swan. “The Humane 
Society will also be there to respond to 
nature and animals. Also, how its important 
to understand the relationship with law 
enforcement, who to call for help and-be a 
good citizen. That’s the kinds of things peo- 


ple can expect. 





ee 
__ It's something we do to have peo-- 
_ ple come to the campus and it’s 
part of pubic awareness, to 
understand how tt relates to the 
~ environment and the world. 


Dr. George Swan 





“So fun kinds of things, creative things 
and conservation workshops,” he added. 
“Rides, food, games, workshops and individ- 
ual one on one engagements.” 

The college expects close to 1,000 people 
to attend, and officials said they hope to 
spread the word so there will be a large 
crowd. 

Attendees will also be able to preview the 
new addition to the western campus, as well. 

“T think young people will enjoy things 


exceed $5,000. 








like the animals, the workshops and the abil- 
ity to go through the smokehouse. If you’re a 
kid, how many times have you wanted to 
climb a fire truck?” said Swan. “It’s building 
upon experience and making sure there are 
these kinds of opportunities for kids. 

“The response last year was tremendous,” 
he added. “It’s a partnership we have and 
part of the continuing education division’s 
public service endeavors.” 

The WCCCD continuing education divi- 
sion is dedicated to providing a wide range 
of classes and activities such as: arts and 
crafts, personal enhancement, health, physi- 
cal fitness and sports, performing arts and 
global awareness. Additional educational 
opportunities include specialized courses 
that fulfill state licensing and professional 
certification requirements, as well as com- 
puter technology training. 

For more information about the event, 
contact the college at (813) 496-2704 or visit 
www.wcccd.edu. 


MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF 
THE ROMULUS CITY COUNCIL HELD JULY 14, 2008 
IN THE ROMULUS CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBER 
11111 S. WAYNE ROAD, ROMULUS, MICHIGAN 48174. 


The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor Pro Tem Randolph Gear. 
Present: John Barden, LeRoy Burcroff, William Crova, Harry Crout, Randolph Gear, 
William Wadsworth. | 

Excused: Ellen Craig-Bragg. 

Administrative Officials in Attendance: 

Alan Lambert, Mayor 

Linda R. Choate, Clerk 

Pamela Morrison-Kersey, CMFA, Treasurer 


- 1. Motion by Crova, supported by Burcroff to approve the agenda as presented. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes -Barden, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Gear, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 


Motion Carried Unanimously. 
08-212 


2. Motion by Barden, supported by Crout to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of 
the Romulus City Council held June 23, 2008. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes -Barden, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Gear, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 


Motion Carried Unanimously. 
| 08-213 


3A1. Motion by Crova, supported by Crout to concur with the recommendation of the City 
of Romulus Planning Commission and grant Special Land Use approval to PC-2008-001; a 
proposed 17,500 sq.ft. church (multipurpose room and mezszanine). Site located on the 
south side of Eureka Road between Middlebelt and Harrison Roads, subject to: | 


1. | Approval of a revised site plan by the Planning Commission complying with the out 
standing items identified by the Administrative Review committee reports. 

2. Approval of the waiver to allow landscape plantings in-lieu of the 4 foot high 
masonry wall for screening. The minimum size for plant material must be 4 feet in 
height. 

3. The south élevation comply with Ordinance requirements for building material 
and metal panels be removed for compatibility with adjacent land uses and zoning. 

4. Additional architectural features be added to the side and rear elevations. 

5. | Acomplete use statement be added to the site plan and listing of all waivers 
be provided on site plan. | 

6. | Use statement must include provisions that events open to the general public 
shall be reviewed and approved by the City Council. 

7. Installation of 98 parking spaces and land banking of 36 parking spaces. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes -Barden, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Gear, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 

08-214 
3A2. Motion by Burcroff, supported by Barden pursuant to PA 198 of 1974 as amended to 
establish an Industrial Development District at 27501 Hildebrandt Road, Romulus, 
Michigan 48174, Parcel 80-052-99-0016-701, Distriplex Metro One LLC. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes -Barden, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Gear, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 
08-215 
4A1. Motion by Barden supported by Crova to concur with the recommendation of special 
legal council in the matter of MDEQ permits. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes -Barden, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Gear, Wadsworth 
Nays - None. 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 
08-216 i | 
4A2. Motion by Wadsworth, supported by Crova to adopt a resolution congratulating Mary 
and Joseph Dolencie on their 60th Wedding Anniversary, August 14, 2008. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes -Barden, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Gear, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 


Motion Carried Unanimously, 
4. Motion by Burcroff, supported by Crout to accept the Chairpersons Report. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes -Barden, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Gear, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. | 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 

08-217 
SA.. Motion by Wadsworth, supported by Crout to concur with the recommendation of the 
Downtown Development Authority and authorize the DDA to place two (2) LED signs on 
City owned property; one at the Romulus Historical Park at Hunt and Bibbins and one on 
Wayne Road at the entrance to the City of Romulus Municipal Complex. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes -Barden, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Gear, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 

08-218 
5B. Motion by Crova, supported by Burcroff to concur with the recommendation of Sharon 
Raftary, Information Technology Director and authorize the Mayor and Clerk to enter into 
the IBM Master Services Agreement and IBM Customer Agreement for software upgrade 
and fixes through Syngeristics, our AS400 Vendor for the City of Romulus IT Department. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Barden, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Gear, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 


Motion Carried Unanimously. 

08-219 
SC. Motion by Burcroff, supported by Crova to adopt the resolution to support and concur 
with Romulus City Council efforts to modify Public Act 312 of 1969 to address specific 
concerns regarding ability to pay, internal comparables and other issues and to authorize 
the payment of funds needed to promote said efforts, by Advance Strategies, cost not to 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Barden, Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 
Abstain - Crout. 
Motion Carried. 

08-220 
5D. Motion by Barden, supported by Burcroff to concur with the recommendation of 
Derrick Schueller, Assistant DPW Director, and legal council to adopt the resolution 
authorizing the design and engineering phase of the North Branch Ecorse Creek Flood 
Mitigation Plan. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Barden, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Gear, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 

08-221 
SE. Motion by Wadsworth, supported by Crout to concur with the recommendation of Tom 
Wilson, DPW Director and authorize the emergency repair of the transmission in the 1998 
GMC Dump Truck #110, for the DPW by Allison Transmissions in an amount not to 
exceed $1,505.00. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Barden, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Gear, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 


08-222 

SF. Motion by Crova, supported by Burcroff to introduce Budget Amendment 08/09-02: 
FUND/DEPT. CURRENT AMENDED 
ACCOUNTNO. ACCOUNT NAME BUDGET AMENDMENT BUDGET 
General Fund 

ns 
101-2130-721.74-14 Acquisition Cost 2,000 8,000 10,000 
Fund Balance 
101-0000-390.00-00 General Fund Balance 3,931,783 (8,000) 3,923,783 


To acquire two foreclosed parcels from the Wayne County Treasurer under PA 123 of 1999 
out of the General Fund. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Barden, Burcroff, Crout,.Crova, Gear, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 

08-223 
6A1. Motion by Burcroff, supported by Crout to concur with the Property Disposition com- 
mittee and approve the purchase from the Wayne County Treasurer the following properties 
due to unpaid 2004 and/or prior years’ delinquent taxes within the City of Romulus: 


80 044 011329 002 in the amount of $4,425.87 
80 044 01 1397 300 in the amount of $5,446.45 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Barden, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Gear, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 

‘Motion Carried Unanimously. 5 

08-224 | 

6A2. Motion by Wadsworth, supported by Barden to approve second reading and final 
adoption of Budget Amendments 07/08-29, 07/08-30, 07/08-31 and 08/08-01 introduced at 
the regular meeting of the Romulus City Council held July 7, 2008. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Barden, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Gear, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 

08-225 
6A3. Motion by Burcroff, supported by Crova to introduce an amendment to the Romulus 
Code of Ordinances, of the Completely Revised and Restated Appendix A- Zoning 
Ordinance | 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes -Barden, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Gear, Wadsworth. 
Nays -None. 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 
08-226 
6A4. Motion by Burcroff, supported by Wadsworth to introduce an amendment to the 
Romulus Code of Ordinances, Chapter 29, a Completely Revised Sign Ordinance. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Barden, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Gear, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 


Motion Carried Unanimously. 
08-227 


11. Motion by Burcroff, supported by Barden to authorize the Treasurer of the City of 
Romulus to disburse funds as listed in Warrant 08-13 in the dollar amount of One Million, 
Four Hundred, Ninety One Thousand, One Hundred Seven Dollars and Seventy Eight 
Cents ($1,491,107.78). 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Barden, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Gear, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. . 


Motion Carried Unanimously. 


12. Motion by Burcroff, supported by Barden to adjourn the regular meeting of the 
Romulus City Council. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Barden, Burcroff, Crout, Crova, Gear, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Linda R. Choate, Clerk 
City of Romulus, Michigan 


I, Linda R. Choate, Clerk for the City of Romulus, Michigan do hereby certify the forego- 


_ing to be a true copy of the minutes of the regular meeting of the Romulus City Council 
held on July 14,2008. 7 


Linda R. Choate, City Clerk 


_ City of Romulus, Michigan 


Publish: August 7, 2008 
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Voting is clearly a dying art. 

Heading into the primary election Tuesday, clerks 
throughout Wayne County predicted a low turnout. 

That’s usually the case with these ‘early elections, no 
matter what is on the ballot. Despite the hype, the cam- 
paigning and the robocalls, people tend to just push their 
gaze toward November, when things are ‘really decided. 

Well, that’s not the case, but we should concentrate on 
the larger issue: how does one encourage more people to 
take part in this important process? 

The numbers vary by municipality, of course, but it looks 
like most clerks would be happy with a 30 percent turnout. 
They would tell you they'd like to see everyone come out— 
they have to be there, their workers, too, so why not—but 
the sad truth is that they would look at one out of every 
three people casting a ballot as a victory. 

That’s just not acceptable. 

There are plenty of ways to approach the problem. You 


The way to a better country is the ballot box 


could provide more tools; you can reach out to more peo- 
ple; you can make things easier and less of a hassle. 

One way to address all three is to make it easier to vote 
by absentee ballot. Current rules are that municipalities 
cannot mail out requests for absentee ballots unless voters 
ask for them. That should be changed. Voters shouldn't 
need a reason to vote absentee; they should have to be out 
of town, or be otherwise unable to come to the polls on 
Election Day. All they should need is the desire to cast a 
ballot that way. 

We could make more attempts to reach out to younger 
voters; either by getting younger people involved in politics 
in the first place or by stressing the importance these deci- 
sions will have on their future, as well. 

We could also talk about mail-in voting, which has been 
successful in other states, but we suspect that will be a Lit- 
tle longer in coming. 

All of these changes have to take place in the 





Legislature before anything can be solved, however. 
Hopefully, our legislators are as concerned about the issue 
as we are. 

And as a side note, and perhaps because we are news- 
people, after all, we cannot help but recall the pictures and 
stories of people in the Middle East who walked miles in 
100 degree weather to cast their ballots, because they con- 
sidered having a vote in their government such an impor- 
tant obligation. 

We listen, daily, to the complaints about the economy, 
the less-than-stellar conduct of elected officials, and we 
cannot help but shake our heads in wonder at those who 
do not hesitate to complain, but who don’t take the most 


_ basic step to make life in our country and our state better 


for everyone who lives here. 

Your vote counts. Your neighbor’s vote counts. And 
sometimes, if enough of us realize it, we can each make a 
difference. 





What’s 
next? 


One way or another, the 
annexation issue has been set- 
tled in the Northville and Livonia 
communities. 

Because of press deadlines, 
this editorial was written prior to 
the outcome of the vote, but we 
feel we can make two statements 
about the issue without knowing 
which side ‘won.’ 

What a mess. 

Nobody won. 

This issue has been about as 
bizarre a development as we can 
ever remember. 

Perhaps it never really got off 
on a good footing. Maybe the 
developer, REIS, and the town- 
ship put too much weight on the 
reputations each brought before 
it, so they were both expecting a 
fight. 

They certainly got one,.and it 
had an apparently unusual reso- 
lution last week, when both sides 
agreed to a consent judgment 
that was signed by a judge. That 
agreement, of course, did not 
impact the vote on Tuesday—at 
least overtly. 

The outcome of the issue will 
most likely be something that not 
everyone is truly happy with in 
one form or another—except 
maybe the ones that will turn a 
big profit on the deal. Northville 
Township will have to deal, in 
one form or another, with a 
development on their border that 
is in all probability too big, and 
dense for their tastes. Officials in 
Livonia will have to come to 
terms with the tactics they used 
to wrest the land from their 
neighbors. 

They ll have to deal with the 
scrutiny with other officials at 
regional meetings such as the 
Conference of Western Wayne. 
Jack Kirskey, who has done plen- 
ty of good things for Livonia, may 
only be remembered for this 
issue, alone. 

No matter what happens, it 
will make for some tenuous rela- 
tionships going forward. 


” 
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When our paper endorsed the 
road millage in the City of Wayne 
last year, we urged city council 
members to keep a close eye on 
other expenses. 

When I personally wrote why I 
would vote for it, I said many of the 
same things: that the city would 
have to justify the expense to the 
people by being frugal wherever 
they could. 

Monday night, I came to a deci- 
sion. I am never going to support 
another bond issue in the city again. 

Here’s why: by a unanimous vote 
and with no discussion, the council 
approved a 2.5 percent salary 
increase for City Manager Joh 
Zech. | 

This is absolutely the wrong mes- 
sage to send to city residents, who 
agreed to pony up a few extra bucks 
every year to fix their aging infra- 
structure. 

This is a time when many people 
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are struggling to make ends meet. 
When the city itself—a. generally 
blue-collar town dependent on the 
success of Ford Motor—is struggling 
to make ends meet. The message 
that this sends is that the govern- 
ment is above all that and I don’t 
think that should be the case. 

In their reasoning for the 
increase, members of the evalua- 
tion committee pointed out that he 
does a very good job. They refer- 
enced his communication skills, his 
outreach throughout the state, the 
way he responds to issues in a time- 
ly manner, the excellent job he’s 
done managing the budget. 

That may all be true, but so 
what? 

Let’s not forget that this is the 
same budget year that saw employ- 
ee layoffs and vacant positions go 
unfilled. Let’s not forget that the 
staff of the Youth Services 
Department was reduced, that that 





In case you live in a cave or just 
haven't heard, the 2008 Olympics in 
Beijing, China start this week. 

No, really. And if you don't 


believe me, just turn on the TV, buy 


a Coke or Google ‘‘2008 Olympics” 
and sift through the 109 MILLION 
listings and you’ll see for yourself. 

The onslaught of Olympic prop- 
aganda is OK by me since this is a 
very special time of year—even 
more so since it happens only once 
every four years. 

NBC and all of its affiliates 
(Local 4, MSNBC, CNBC, USA 
Network, Universal HD, oh!Oygen, 
Telemundo, NBC Olympic 
Basketball Channel, NBC Olympic 
Soccer Channel and _ the 
www.nbcolympics.com website) 


WHY WOULY You 
~ WANT THEM Too? 


IT SAYS HERE TIATGO% OF ELIGIBLE VoTeRS” 


ARE TOO UNINTERESTED Too BUSY Too INDIFFERENT 
OR 700 UNINFORMED To Go To THe Po.ts.. // 


How can we get Lhese peaple te vate ? 
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Foo! me one, fool me twice... 


department will be moved out of its 
building (which has since been 
sold). Let’s not forget that this is a 
year when nearly $5 million was 
transferred from the Downtown 
Development Authority (DDA) to 
the general fund just so those layoffs 
were minimal—and that’s before 
the DDA paid the bills it normally 
pays. 

Let’s not forget that during this 
whole budget crisis, members of the 
council and the administration said 
how difficult these cuts were, and 
how next year things will be even 
more difficult because the fallout 
from the foreclosure crisis and 
weak housing market still have to be 
felt. 

Granted, we’re not talking about 
a large sum of money here. Zech 
earns $121,000 a year (with a total 
compensation package of about 
$171,000), so the 2.5 percent 
increase adds up to about $3,000. 


Getting ready for gold fever 


will provide the television and 
online coverage. The Olympics 
completely take over NBC and all 
hours of the day, too. Viewers can 
start at any time of the day and, 
with some slick maneuvers on the 
remote keypad, watch the games 24 
hours a day. 

I guess that means I can’t catch 
up on the reruns of The Office and 
My Name Is Earl. 

It will be hard to escape the cov- 
erage but that’s OK. I love the 
Olympics. Some of the greatest 
moments in sports are borne of the 
Olympics and this year won't be 
any different. 

Readers in Journal-land have 
even more reason to stay tuned 
into the games with one of our own 
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YEAH! Tie vazy 
UNCARING, AND 
CLUELESS HAVE 


PLENTY OF 
REPRESENTATION 
ALREADY! 
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That won't solve 
any problems. 
But rejecting it, 
or telling Zech: 
‘youre doing great, but we can't give 
you any more money right now,’ 
would at least ease the mind of resi- 
dents— some of whom are strug- 
gling to pay their tax and water 
bills—that their money is being well 
spent 

I personally don’t see why some- 
one earning that kind of salary 
needs more money to begin with. I 
can't justify someone earning more 
than the incoming supervisor of 
Canton Township—a community of 
about 80,000 people that covers 36 
square miles—or the mayor of 
Westland, for that matter. 

In the meantime, it’s left me won- 
dering what they’re going to sell off 
or who they’re going to lay off to 
fund their overpriced government 
next year. 





competing. 
Recent Canton 
High School 
graduate Allison Schmitt earned a 
spot on the U.S. Olympic Swim 
team in the 200-meter freestyle, 
which in turn landed her on the 
4x200m free relay. 

The happy-go-lucky 18-year-old, 
known for her big smile and joking 
attitude, graduated from Canton 
early (December 2007) just so she 
could concentrate on her training. 
She holds five Michigan state 
records and was named the 2006 
Michigan High School Swimmer of 
the Year. Her early high school 
exit paid off She finished just .4 of 





See Gold, page 6 
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Party on 


Salvation Army Block Party i is Saturday 


Good clean fun will be the order of the 
day this Saturday as the Salvation Army 
Wayne-Westland Corps hosts the its annual 
block party. 

Packed with free activities for area fami- 
lies, the event will once again include 
amenities such as inflatable bouncers, carni- 
val games, live music from three Christian 
bands, a food tent, and a dunk tank. The 
block party will take place from 2-6 p.m. on 
Aug. 9 outside the Wayne-Westland Corps 
office at 2300 South Venoy Road between 
Cherry Hill and Glenwood roads in 
Westland. 

“It?s something we’ve been doing for 
years,” said Sandy Kollinger, administrative 
assistant and volunteer coordinator for the 
Salvation Army. “The children just love it.” 

She stressed that families who attend will 
find that everything—from the food to activi- 
ties—is free of charge, making it a fun and 
inexpensive day out for the entire family. 

In fact, the event began as a way for the 
Salvation Army staff a chance to meet the 
residents they serve and, she said, for the 





residents a chance to learn more about the 
programs and services offered by the 
Salvation Army. 

“‘Tt’s just a great outreach event for Ba 
said Kollinger. “It has been going on for 
probably at least six years. It just keeps grow- 
ing bigger and bigger. In the past, we've aver- 
aged between 450-500 people. It’s actually 
open to anybody.” 

She credited the community with rallying 
behind the Salvation Army and helping 
them make the annual event a reality. 

“We get a lot of the things we use donated 
by businesses in the area,” she said. 

Supporters included Bobby’s Bouncers, 
Scotties Potties, Marquis Food Service in 
Westland, Sam’s Club in Canton, Save A Lot 
on Merriman Road, Detroit Popcorn in 
Redford, the Bulk Food Warehouse in 
Garden City and Target in Westland, she 
said. 

The Salvation Army Wayne-Westland 
Corps serves the communities of Wayne, 
Westland, Romulus, Inkster, and New 
Boston. 


The Wayne-Westland Salvation Army will host a fay filled with fun on Saturday with their 
annual block party. The event will provide a number of fun activities for children, including 
inflatable obstacle (below) courses and good-natured contests of balance (above). 
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Andrea King 
Staff Writer 


In a matter of weeks, the new $12 million 
Educational Multipurpose Center at the 
Wayne County Community College District 
(WCCCD) western campus, will open. 

The 43,143 square-foot center will feature 
flexible career labs, a 100 seat lecture hall 
and seminar rooms, among many other mod- 
ern features. 

“It’s a fantastic building,” said Dr. George 
Swan, vice chancellor of campus operations. 
“It’s an opportunity to provide training in 
high technology areas, it allows advanced 
applications to be taught, there’s also a large, 
flexible meeting space for about 800 people. 

“There’s going to be meeting space for 
conferences wired for technology and tele- 
conferencing, too,” he added. “A new student 
service center is also in operation as we 
speak.” 

Students will be able to take advantage of 
the food court, which has a pond that brings 
nature into the building, as well as a career 
academic advising suite and more conve- 
niently located administrative offices. 

“This will allow for more convenience 
with the access element so people will be 
pleased to see the difference,’ said Swan. 

Elizabeth Potter, trustee for the college, 
said she’s excited to see the new facility. 
Although designed to be multifunctional, 
Potter said the facility was built primarily 
upon the concept of meeting the needs of 
students of the college, adding that “students 
are the foremost in everything we think of.” 

Swan said there was a need to expand 
career programs in the area, which is pro- 
vided through a conference facility, public 
spaces and a lecture hall. 


New college building to oven 


“The western campus was limited, but 
now we have a facility that can accommo- 
date that and guests from around the coun- 
try,’ he said. “It was all made possible 
because of the 1.5 mill approval in 2001.” 

One of the biggest assets the building will 
provide, Potter said, is the space for 
increased educational programming. 

“There’s more room for classrooms, 
which we needed badly,” she said. “It 
expands the curriculum here.” 

That could also prove to be beneficial, 
since at the moment enrollment is up by 37 
percent for the fall semester compared to 
2007, officials said. 

“Mostly, it's been online enrollment, but 
we know the rush hasn’t even come yet, 
which happens at the end of August,” said 
Swan. “There will be some challenges with 
the increasing demand, but there will be 
increased course offerings and we’re doing 
everything possible.” 

Economically, it’s trying times, officials 
said, but people who have had jobs loss, 
taken buyouts at work and those who are 
concerned with their ability at the work- 
place seem to be taking college courses. 

“They have the ability to move forward 
and it requires highly technical skills,” said 
Swan. “We find a number of people coming 
from all over, including high school students. 

“Tf you look at tuition and the ability to 
transfer courses it really makes sense from 
an economic argument,” he added. ‘“‘There’s 
money being saved, they’re in classes with 
direct contact with faculty and it really 
enhances the skill sets they can have in this 
setting. 


Staff Writer Meghan Chatham contributed 
to this story. 





Gold 
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a second—a finger-length—behind team- 
mate Katie Hoff in the 200m free. The two 
join forces with Julia Smit and swimming 
marvel Natalie Coughlin in the relay. 

Swim events start on Sunday. 

While on the subject of swimming, I 
think it is only fair to the other athletes that 
U.S. swimming phenom Michael Phelps— 
an Ann Arbor resident who won eight 
medals in the 2004 Athens games—should 
have to wear each medal he wins in the 
subsequent race, adding as he accumulates 
them. So by his eighth event the seven 

medals around his neck should weigh him 
down enough to give other racers a fighting 
chance. 

Just saying. 

Regardless of which of the 34 sports is 
highlighted at any given hour of coverage, 
the Olympics always set the stage for 
drama, excitement and underdog heroics. 

Gymnastics is always one of those sports 


Watch for daily news updates 
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Kevin Hatmaker, Agent 
38536 Michigan Avenue 
Wayne, MI 48184 

Bus: 734-641-2886 
www.kevinhatmaker.com 


that is heavily hyped and drenched with 
dramatic storylines. 

Is Shawn Johnson the next Mary Lou 
Retton? With 2004 Olympic Champion Paul 
Hamm out with a bad hand, can his twin 
brother, Morgan, step up and bring home 
the gold? 

Can Natasha Kai, a tattooed scoring 
machine, help the U.S team regain the soc- 
cer crown? Can the big names of American 
pro basketball players like Carmelo 
Anthony, Kobe Bryant, LeBron James, 
Jason Kidd, Tayshaun Prince and Dwayne 
Wade to name a few gel enough to bring 
back a medal or will inflated egos deflate 
their hopes of the top prize? 

‘Whatever the sport might be, including 
those mentioned above or some of those 
under the radar be it archery, canoe/Kayak, 


‘handball, trampoline or table tennis—yes, 


they are all official events—look for the 
media to draw out any and every story 
imaginable. But, again, that’s OK. 

From the Cheap Seats, I'll personally be 
rooting for all of the teams with a “limited” 
(yeah right) Olympic design Coca-Cola can 
in one hand and the remote in the other. 


a 
With discounts for good drivers, multiple 
vehicles and combining home and auto policies, 
a great auto rate is closer than you think. 

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there® 


CALL MY OFFICE FOR A QUOTE 24/7. 
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*Discounts may vary from state to state. 


State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm indemnity Company, Bloomington; IL 
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9 SCHOOL DISTRICT 
** LEADER IN EDUCATION 


Bee 


Every course in school — 
and every lesson in life — has 
a learning curve, a time 
when we discover the basics 
and develop our own skills of 
inquiry, study and mastery. 

In the Taylor School 
District, we start your child 
on that learning curve at the 
earliest possible age — 
preschool — and then layer 
the knowledge, relationships 
and skill sets necessary for 
them to be successful. 

In school and in life. 






















You have a choice when tt 
comes to your child’ 
education. 


Your best choice is here. 


) SCHOOL DISTRICT 
> LEADER IN EDUCATION 


The Taylor School District is 
now accepting applications from 
non-residents for tuition-free 


enrollment in grades K-8 for the 
fall 2008 school year. 


"313-295-5742 


today, 









Taylor School District 


SIXTH GRADE ACADEMY 


Last year, we introduced an exciting new concept to 
our district — and it's quickly become a gem in the 
community: A stand-alone school for our sixth graders. 

This technology-based facility offers an intensive 
curriculum while providing our young people a chance 
to adjust to the differences between elementary school 
and middle school. 


PRESCHOOL & KINDERGARTEN 


Our centralized Preschool Program provides the best 
possible jump start to your child’s education. And if you 
follow up with All-day Kindergarten,’ your child will 
have the best possible start on their learning curve. 
(Preschool is available to current Taylor district 
residents only.) 


OuR ELEMENTARY GRADES 


We reach out to children at an early age, using 
hands-on methods to teach science and math — and 
unique inquiry methods to teach social studies. 

This approach can be found right through to fifth 
grade. And then it's on to the Sixth Grade Academy. 


EXCEEDING STANDARDS 


Finally, once again, all of our elementary and middle 
schools have achieved Adequate Yearly Progress, the 
state's benchmark for student achievement, which 
means our entire district has met AYP. 

In addition, Taylor has earned NCA accreditation for 
our middle schools, at both high schools and four of 
our elementary schools. 
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To register your student for All-day Kindergarten, elementary school, 


our Sixth Grade Academy or middle school, call: 313-295-5742 — today! 
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CHURCHES 











Scott Spielman 
Editor 





Pastor Greg Rowe said he feels 
like he’s come home. 

“T grew up in this area in some 
ways,” said the new pastor at the 
First United Methodist Church in 
Wayne. “It seems like its pro- 
gressed a lot since then.” 

Rowe grew up in Livonia, but 
has family in the city and remem- 
bers spending time at the old 
YMCA building that formerly sat 
on Wayne Road in Westland. 

He was in the armed services 
when he felt the calling to become 
a preacher. It was during his first 
deployment, from 1973-1977, when 
he was stationed in Germany. 

“There was no chapel at the 
post,” said the 54-year-old. “We had 
a storage room that was a filled 
with junk. I went to the command- 
ers and asked if we could clean it 
out and hold services there. 

“We really worked hard to get 
that post chapel to go,” he added. 
“We got a lot of people to come. 
That’s when I knew what God 
wanted me to do.” 

Rowe ended up serving as the 
chaplain of his unit and pursued 
education in the field when he was 
finished with the service. He 
ended up serving 13 years, the 
final stint as a reservist from 1980- 
1989. 

His first assignment was in the 
Upper Peninsula, serving a com- 
munity that consisted of an old log- 


oming home 
New pastor at Wayne churc 


ging camp and the oldest Indian 
mission this side of the Mississippi 
River. 

From there he went to the Lola 
Valley & Rice church in Redford; a 
church that has since combined 
with another to form New 
Beginnings Church in Redford. He 
helped oversee that transition, but 
he said that’s not part of his goals 
at the First United in Wayne. 
Members of the church there have 
contemplated combining with the 
First Congregational Church next 
door—such a plan was voted down 
about a year ago—since their ide- 
ologies are so similar. 

He said instead he wants to take 
an individual approach to his min- 
istry and help build up the congre- 
gation from the inside. 

“T’ve always thought that people 
need to be empowered in the 
church,” he said. “You can’t just 
have the pastor do it all.” 

In the month since he’s taken 
over for Pastor Dave Stewart, he 
said he’s learned a lot about his 
congregation, and he likes what 
he’s seen so far of the people—and 
the community. Most of his early 
efforts have to been to find out 
what role the church can best 
serve. 

“One of the things we want to do 
is find out where there’s a need, 
what can the church do to help,” 
said Rowe. “That’s what you look 
for.” 

He said he wants to help refine 
the role of God in peoples’ lives, 
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h knows entire area well 


so 0 Wait 


Pastor aeisy Rowe is : Gattivig settled into his new role at the First United Methodist enurch | in Weis 


and that means helping people 
overcome their own issues. 

“Tt seems like in this society that 
when people have problems 
they’re labeled as: defective,” he 
said. “We need to realize that 
everyone has problems. I always 
find that people who are struggling 


with them and acknowledge them 


are much more honest that people 
are looking the other way.” 

Rowe has five children, the 
youngest of whom is still at home. 
In his spare time—when he has 
any—the avid gardener enjoys the 
outdoors as well as working with 
stained glass. And, of course, get- 
ting reacquainted with the commu- 


nity. 

“It’s kind of like coming home, 
being in the community again, see- 
ing the people I’ve known for years 
and getting to know new ones,” 
Rowe said. “Wayne is like a small 
city in the middle of a metropolis. 
It has a different feeling to it Its a 
lot homier.” 





CLASSIFIED 


64. Lawn & Garden Supplies 
65. Tree Service 

66. Landscape / Nurseries 
67. Garden Plant / Supplies 
68. Garden / Produce 

70. Masonry / Brickwork 


78. Hunting / Fishing 

82. Wanted to Buy 

87. Room for Rent 

88. Duplexes for Rent 

89. Apartments for Rent 

90. Condos/Townhouses for Rent 


99. Flats for Rent 
100. Will Share 


102. Storage 


98. Mobile Homes for Rent 


101. Wanted to Rent 


103. Business Property for Sale 


72. Cleaning Services 


92. Business Places for Rent 


73. Musical Merchandise 
74. Sporting Goods 
75. Boats / Accessories 


93. Banquet Halls 
94. Farm Land for Rent 


104. Farms & Acreage for Sale 


Lots for Sale 

Out of State Property 
Commercial Lease 
Real Estate Wanted 
Auto Accessories 
Autos for Sale 

Antique & Classic Cars 


110. 
111. 
112. 
113. 
114. 
115. 
116. 


105. Mobile Homes for Sale 
106. Houses for Sale 


Trucks & Vans for Sale 
Freebies 


117. 
118. 


95. Real Estate 


107. Condos/Townhouses for Sale 


119. Auto Repairs 


01. Obituaries 31. Help Wanted Sales 50. Pets & Supplies 
02.In Memoriam - 32. Help Wanted Drivers 54. Rummage Sales 
03. Cards of Thanks 33. Child Care 55, Estate Sales 
04. Monuments 34. Specialized Services 56. Flea Markets 

& Cemetery Plots 35. Situations Wanted 57. Antiques 
05. Personals/Announcements 40. Business Opportunity 58. Garage and Yard Sales 
06. Legal Notices 42. Health and Fitness 59. Auctions 
07. Attorneys 43. Money to Loan 60. Misc, Sales 
08. Entertainment 44. Music/Art Lessons 61. Misc. Items 
09. Lost & Found 45. Adult Care 62. Building Supplies 
10. Coming Events 46. Private Schools/Instruction 63. Business and 
30. Help Wanted 47. Riding/Horses/Stables OfficeEquipment 


76. Remodeling & Renovations 
77. Recreation Vehicles 


96. Houses for Rent 
97. Cottages for Rent 


108. Lake and Resort 


' 109. Income Property 


120. 
N21. 


Motorcycles 
Autos Wanted 





1. Obituaries — | 





JONES, Jeannette Naylor, 
age 72, died July 23, 2008. 
She was born February 8, 
1936. Jeannette leaves to 
cherish her memory, two 
daughters, Daphne Green of 
Inkster, MI and Virginia 
Wallace of Bessemer, AL; 
two sons, Larry (Ida) Clayton 
of Meridian, MS and Phillip 
(Stacy) McCallum of Clinton, 
TN; one sister, Gladys 
Tanksley of Meridian, MS; 
three brothers, Elton (Odie) 
Naylor of Gary, IN, Hosie 
(Lucille) Naylor of 
Collinsville, MS, and Elijah 
(Ceola) Naylor of Meridian, 
MS; one sister-in-law, Irazett 
Naylor of Bessemer, AL; 
eight grandchildren, 
Tremaine, Trivia, Mika, 
Brittani, Marcus, Delores, 
Mariah and Kendall, and a 
host of nieces, nephews and 
two dear friends, Patricia 
Watkins and Evelyn Wright, 
and a special niece, Dorothy 
Jackson. Services were 
held at New Hope Church, 
Wayne, MI with Rev. Dr. 
Virgil Humes officiating. 
Interment was at 
Metropolitan Memorial Park, 
Belleville, MI. Final arrange- 
ments were’entrusted to 
Penn Funeral Home, Inkster, 
Mi. 








WALKER, Charles Lawrence 
Sr., age 50, died July 26, 
2008. He was born March 
15, 1958. Charles leaves 
behind his wife, Rosella 
Quinn Walker; five children 
and one stepdaughter, 
Vanessa, Joshua, Victoria, 
Loretta and Charles, all from 
Atlanta, GA, and Ashanti 
Dawn Quinn of Detroit, MI; 


two grandchildren, Marquiss | 


and Jermiahi; his mother, 
Joyce McVea Walker of 
Auburn, WA; two sisters, 
Elizabeth A. Walker of 
Detroit, MI and Yolando J. 
Walker of Pacific, WA; two 
brothers, Robert L. Walker III 
of Detroit, MI and Gary D. 





Walker of AR; ten nieces and | 


nephews, Tiffany, Brittany, 
Renee, Lorrienne, Tralanda, 
Tarrivva, Tramine, Carlos, 
Roland and Christopher; two 
great nephews, Xaviar and 
Graciano and a host of other 
relatives and friends. 
Services were held at Penn 
Funeral Home with Rev. 
Springer officiating. 
Cremation rites were accord- 
ed. Final arrangements 
were entrusted to Penn 
Funeral Home, Inkster, MI. 


Worship Directory 


Major Garnett H. Woody 


Congratulations on 
your promotion from 
Captain to Major. 


Garnett is a graduate of 
John Glenn High School, 
Michigan State University 

and Officer's Candidate 

School in Quantico, VA. 


Gamett is married and 
a devoted father of 4. 
He is making a career in the 
United States Marine Corp. 
His travels include 2 tours 
of duty in Iraq, Okinawa, 
Japan, Thailand, Korea and 


he is now stationed in Hawaii. 


Love, 
Your family & friends 


May God Bless and 
Keep You Safe — 





Christ Cemple Apostolic Faith Chureh 


DISTRICT ELDER LUKE A. McCLENDON, PASTOR: 


v 
S 


Christian Education (9:15 a.m.-11:00 a.m.) 


> By Gt Morning Prayer (8:00 a.m.-9:00 a.m.) 


Morning Worship Service (11:15 a.m.-1:30 p.m. ee 
**Nursery Room Available for Children 4 Years of Age and Under** 


29124 Eton Street = 


Westland, MI 48186 * 734-326-3833 


www.christtempleafcw.com 








|, Vincent Alexander White, 
son of Vivian Alberta Mobley 
and Leo Nathaniel White 
domiciled in Amexem, 06- 
10-70, have corrected my 
name to Nuri Shabazz EL 
without colorable due 
process. | hereby declare 


| 





the usage of my free nation- _ 
al name of Nuri Shabazz EL 
in all future affairs 





30. Help Wanted _— 


WAYNE COUNTY 
SUBSTITUTE TEACHERES 
Substitute Teachers 
Unlimited, Inc. is seeking 
individuals with a minimum 
of 90 passing credit hours 
from a college or university 
interested in substitute 
teaching for the 2008-2009 
school year. Numerous 
locations, various subject 
matter and grade levels K- 
12, weekly pay, daily and 
long term positions 
available, immediate 
opportunities. 

For more information call: 
800-350-0103 
Legal Secretary for Family 
Law Office. 
Part-time flexible schedule. 
Pay based on experience. 
(248) 912-3300 


BOLD BOLD PRINT 
ATTRACTS MORE 
READERS! 





| 
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Carpenter 
Fiber Cement siding 
Remodeling 
Steady work 
Transportation req. 
Motivated only! 
248-446-1750 


31. Sales Help 
Wanted — 


ACCOUNT 
REPRESENTATIVES 
NEEDED 

The Journal Newspapers 
has immediate openings for 
sales representatives to 
serve our circulation area. 
Candidates must have reli- 
able transportation and a will- 
ing attitude. Base plus com- 
mission. Newspaper or 
media sales experience pre- 
ferred, but will train the right 
candidate. 

Please send resume de- 
tailing experience and avail- 
ability to: 





Susan Willett 

Journal Newspaper Group 
PO. Box 339 

_ Wayne, MI 48184 


Need extra help? 
Advertise in 
our classified 
help wanted section. 
Call 734-467-1900. 
TODAY! 


m 34. Specialized Services ! 


BRATCHER ELECTRIC 


COMPLETE CUSTOMER SATISFACTION SINCE 1956 
Remodeling « Service * City Repairs 


== 734-722-0037 


35728 Van Born * Wayne 





32. Help Wanted 
Drivers 


DRIVERS: OwnerOps 
Home daily, Dedicated 
Detroit-Toronto 
Great Mileage Pay 
Weekly Settlements 
Fuel Surcharge 
586-997-0130I 
Drivers: make $725.00- 
$1,000.00 per week-1st year. 
GRAND OPENING 
Southgate Facility! 
Visit U.S. Truck Driving 
School-M! Works 
Approved and backed by 
the countries TOP 5 
Trucking Co’s! 
800-397-2324 


DRIVER: DON'T JUST 
START your career, start it 
right! Company sponsored 

CDL training in 3 weeks 
Must be 21. Have CDL? 
Tuition reimbursement! 

CRST. 866-917-2778 


DRIVER - $5K SIGN-ON 
BONUS for experienced 
teams. Dry van & temp. con- 
trol. Solo Lanes also avail- 
able. O/Os & CDL-A Grads 
welcome. Call Covenant 
(866) 684-2519. EOE. 





| 
| 
| 


DRIVERS: $1,000+ WEEKLY 
Sign-on Bonus. 35-41 cpm. 
Earn over $1,000 weekly! 
Excellent benefits. Need 
CDL-A & 3 mos recent OTR. 
800-635-8669 


DRIVERS - REEFER 
AVERAGE $1.49/Mile paid 
to truck all miles. Excellent 

network. Late model 

equipment, 401k, Blue 
Cross insurance. 
800-771-6318. 
www.primeinc.com 


54. Rummage 
Sales 
Inkster Rummage Sale 
S. of Mich. Ave. bet. 
Carlysle & Annapolis 
at 4100 Middlebelt 
Aug. 12 thru Aug. 15 
8am-4pm daily 
19” TVs, sunlamp, cook- 
books, kitchenware, 
women’s clothes size 5-12 & 
dance outfits, men’s work- 
pants size 36, kids clothes & 
toys, records & tapes, 
kerosene heater 
and much more. 
No Early Birds 





121. Autos Wanted | 7 
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| | FORECLOSED HOME 

58. Garage and — Bee | AUCTION MICHIGAN 
lh | foment _ STATEWIDE. 850+ Homes 
| | must be sold. Free x 
BELLEVILLE | brochure, 800-279-5075 i. i as 

412 Robb Street : Se pee 

Very clean 2 BR 
Quiet neighborhood 
New carpet, freshly painted | 
$650/mon. plus sec. | 





Watch for daily 

news updates 

on our website 
journalgroup.com 


Yard 





SUB-WIDE GARAGE SALE 

Stoneybrook Meadows Sub- 

division bet. Ecorse and Van 
Born off Belleville Rd. 
Aug 15-17 9am-6pm 
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DR. DANIELS AND SON 
Real Estate Loans. Cash for 














————$5 





Gms | Corie | land tracts. $10,000 to Compare 
and contracts. $10, 

. s 
| $500,000 - Fast funding, free t = ESIC 
sg consultation, 800-837-6166. Land Saver Buy THERA G | 7 

NEW QUEEN | 248-335-6166. . 

| dson.com Sa 
PILLOWTOP WAYNE allan@drdanielsan | 
Mattress & Box Set | Near Wayne Road @ ost-E ffective P if 
$150 Quiet and clean 1 BR 

New in Plastic | Heat and water inc. 121. Autos Wanted he ot Be over age D TRECTO ye 4 

Can Deliver | Ideal for singles SEAN Neeeie RS 

734-326-2744 and retirees. ==) Place your 2x2 display ad and 

No Pets reach over 3.5 million readers Harry J s Wall 


Advance H&W Towing 
Top $ for junk vehicles 


Funeral Homes 


e PARR, : . 
seer for just $999! Place a 25-word 
; 34567 Michigan Ave., Wayne, MI 48184 


$450 moves you in 
classified ad and reach over 4 


| with approved credit 
| 


SOFA & LOVESEAT SET 827 N. Nath nA 
NEW in plastic & crate. Sec. 8 welcome (CASH) Lansing, MI 4890 ake million readers for just $299! (734) 721-5600 
Full Warranty 313-247-2075 Free Pick-up a 737 i a Contact this newspaper or Tom Lynch * Manager Also in Livonia 
$450 7 Days a Week ane af Bobbie and Roselie at Jim Henley * Director & Redford 


734-223-5581 Michigan Press Association. 


UHT FUNERAL HOME 


Harold Rediske Jr., Director 
Harold Rediske II, Robert J. Gilbert, 


WAYNE, MI 
Quiet 1 & 2 BRS, 
Well maintained 


NEW 5 Pc. Cherry 
Bedroom Suite 
All brand NEW in boxes 


$395 Heat/water/A/C inc. 
No pets 35400 Glenwood Road 
Must Sell Great for singles By Make this year the most exciting, enriching year ever for you and your Westland, MI 48186 ° (734) 721-8599 
Can Deliver & retirees Call family. Share your world with a young foreign visitor from abroad www.uhtfuneralhome.com 
Lt S Welcome a high school student, 15-18 years old, from France, Spain, 
(734) Goze Sacu ec00 monn 734-467-1900 Germany, Thailand, Denmark, China, Japan, or Italy as part of your family 


for.a school year and make an overseas friend for life 





734-729-2108 or to place your 


734-718-9521 


24 HOUR SERVICE * FAX 278-7314 
(@) The Penn Funeral Home 


“The Funeral Home You Can Believe In” 


For more program information or to select your own exchange student 


Full Size Orthopedic Inner fram applications with photos, please call: 


| 
| 
| 
| Call a manager @ 
classified ad. 














Se anaes Sates Ae aeces Marcy at 1-800-888-9040 or JAMES H. PENN & SON 
visit www.world-heritage.org 3015 S. Inkster Rd. 
ee BN can uc cimpitl 313-278-6300 Inkster, MI 48141 
Sacrifice $125 WESTLAND 
734-721-3799 1 BDR, $440/month. 
Security dep.req. 
Venoy and 
Brand New Queen Pillow-top Grand Traverse. 
_ Mattress & Box Set 248-563-7122 
$170 | 
New in Plastic 
734-796-0610 96. Houses 
For Rent 
PIONEER DELUXE POLE | | 
BUILDINGS | BELLEVILLE 
1' side overhang, 1" fiber- | House for rent 
glass roof insulation, | Lake access 


Galvalume steel, 14 colors, 
ACQ treated lumber, 
Licensed and insured, 
call for quotes. 
1-800-292-0679 


SAWMILLS FROM ONLY 
$2,990.00 Convert your logs 
to valuable lumber with your 
own Norwood Portable band 

sawmill. 
Log skidders also available. 
ww.norwoodsawmills:com/300N 
Free information r . 
''45800-578-1363 ext. 300-N 





-~ Nice Tri-Level 
3 BR, 1.5 BA 
Quiet Neighborhood 
AAA Willow Acres Immediate Occupancy 
Motel, low daily and | No Pets 
weekly rates. | $1125/mon. plus. sec. 
Refrigerator, microwave, | 734-992-2313 % 
Cable TV. Ia 
Call 734-721-1220 
Tel-96 Inn 


313-535-4100 
Fairlane in Novi 
248-347-9999 
Days Inn/Sunrise Motel 
734-427-1300 


ROOM FOR RENT 
Wayne 
$85/weekly 
All utilities included. 
Call 734-721-0232. 





4 bed, 2.5 bath 
Must pass credit check 
Call Mike for details: 
734-787-0068 
after 4pm 


INKSTER 
3BR w/family room 
Fenced yard/No Pets 
Stove inc. 
Sec. 8 welcome 
$800/mon. plus sec. 
Call 734-686-8107 


owe TY - UI 


105. Mobile Homes 


for Sale 





CANTON 
Owner financed 
2&3 BR Mobile Homes 
as low as $100/mon. 
plus lot rental 
Call Jim: 
313-277-1907 


Houses For 











: 106. 
"Room for Rent WE ARE LOOKING FOR TALENTED 
Pie cfteice | NCTE INDIVIDUALS TO FILL THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS: 


734-679-1348 


88. Duplexes | 
For Rent 





LET’S MAKE A DEAL! 
WESTLAND-NORWAYNE 
Call for list ofclean, 
renovated 2 &3 BR 
‘duplexes, 

Section 8 welcome. 
City inspected, 

Lead paint safe. 
Some pets permitted. 
Flexible move-in cost. . 
No application fee. 
Most credit accepted. 
Professional local full-time 
management and service. 
Office at 2365 S. Venoy. 
Norplex Associates 
734-722-6444 
EHO 
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Chae” 
et 


"Auto Salvage 








725 Sunningdale 
Wayne/Westland Schools 
3 BR Bungalow 
Many new updates. 
Section 8 welcome 
$950/mon. plus sec. 
Call: 734-637-0231 


BEST HOME LOANS 
Land Contract and Mortgage 
Payoffs, Home- 
Improvements, Debt 
Consolidation, Taxes. 
Houses, Doublewides, 
Mobiles, 

Any reason, Any credit! 
1-800-246-8100 Anytime! 
United Mortgage Services. 
www,umsmortgage.com 





eens Nig 
Services © 





ADVERTISING SALES REPRESENTATIVES 


Send your resume via; Fax, E-Mail, or U.S. Mail Along with a cover letter to: 


The Journal Newspapers 
35540 Michigan Ave. 


Wayne, MI 48184 
aie (734) 729-1840 or Call Susan at (734) 467-1900 ext. 227 


EXPERIENCE A PLUS...ENTHUSIASM A MUST! 


SMOKE FREE ENVIRONMENT 





_ Finance es 


~ STONE CREDIT 





E.O.E. 





7 Handyman | 


7 
i | 
e . 
4 : ~¥ 4 



















fe A-1 ane Motivational In-Home 
alvage & Scrap Empowerment SOLUTIONS, INC TWO MEN AND A TRUCK. to ee 
ma RO Aes Meta Counseling Center Find out how Nevers Whe Core we Qi a Window Cleaning 
u ars oe Boxes, 
Ferrous & Non-Ferrous “5 & Assoc. __ _@asy It is to On time. Done right® Packaging Supplies’ 
Cert. State Truck Scale ubstance Abuse Treatment improve your credit... 734-451-9888 <=) and Packaging Window, Gutter & 
Pick-up or Drop-off ¢ Substance Abuse Classes FREE Ape arlnale te [2 Services for Tree Service Carpet Cleaning 
2574 State “Mental Health Treatment CONSULTATION ee) wpe oe auess We We ano at ekes 
Ypsilanti, MI iene erase lf you mention Small to medium We, Free Estimates ay Sia ala Scheie www.cleanwindows. biz 
(734) 483-0901 i rareate viele this AD! size projects On Time Arrival « Licensed/Insured * Free Estimates 
248-504-0122 and "Honey doitems' | 734-722-6683 | ”mn.*crouris» Reasonable Rates 248-623-5858 


On WOW cable channel 14 


wWwww.twomen.com 


OVER 12 YRS. EXP. TOM KNIGHT 


August 7, 2008 
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ROMULUS PUBLIC LIBRARY 


11121 Wayne Road 
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1 (734) 942-7589 








Jeff Novak 
Staff Writer 


Joseph Bernard Docusen carries the 
reminders of nearly 90 professional boxing 
matches. 

The Westland resident—known in his day 
as Big Duke—shields hands that are little 
more than twisted remnants of the lightning 
fast pugilistic instruments they were 60 years 
ago. His memory is fading, but his eyes are 
bright and his smile big when he talks about a 
career that recently saw him enshrined in the 
California Boxing Hall of Fame. Docusen 
fought in 89 matches and lost only 10 in his 
career. 

His crowning moment was a brush with 
the welterweight champion of the world, 
Sugar Ray Robinson, 60 years ago at 
Comiskey Park in Chicago, IL. Docusen was 
just 21 at the time, going up against a 28-year- 
old giant of the sport. 

He didn’t win but dragged the match out to 
a 15-round decision. Even now, he cringes 
when recounting the details of the fight. 

‘He was the toughest fighter I ever faced,” 
Docusen said, holding up his left fist. “He 
caught me with a left hook.” 

Docusen led the fight through the 10th 
round. But when his managers changed his 
Style to try and crowd the speedy champion, 
Docusen eventually tired out and caught the 
left hook off the ropes and went to the mat in 
the 11th. The new strategy failed and 
Robinson won the decision. 

“No one can figure out why his managers 
changed his style,’ said Docusen’s wife of 63 
years, Ernestine. “I thought he would have 

» won.” - 

‘Normally you crowd opponents if they’ 
not as fast but Robinson was,’ added Chuck 
Docusen, Bernard’s younger brother. “It did- 
n't make sense.” | 

Robinson postponed the fight twice, too 
for not making weight—but that was a normal 
strategy for the champ. The delays added sev- 
eral weeks of training to Docusen’s timetable 
and sent his out of town supporters packing. 

Big Duke made the best of the situation 
though, fighting to 15 rounds for the first time 
in his career. On page 33 in the September 
1948 issue of The Ring magazine, Gene Engle 
wrote this about the epic clash: 

‘* ..the fastest and most exciting battle seen 
in a Chicago ring since the Rocky Graziano- 
Tony Zale battle in the Stadium a year before. 
Docusen proved a foeman worthy of 
Robinson’s keenest steel. The flashy Filipino 
was not daunted in the least by Robinson’s 
reputation. For ten rounds Docusen fought 
Robinson on fairly even terms, and there was 
little to choose. Robinson pulled his waning 
forces together at the start of the eleventh.” 

Although Docusen held his own in the ring 
against one of the best fighters of the time, he 
admitted he never wanted a rematch and—a 
according to 60-year-old newspaper clip- 
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Boxing Hall of Fame in 1976. 





At his home in Westland, Bernard Docusen wears the med 
the certificate from his induction into the California Boxing Hall of Fame in 


June and stands next to a trophy from his induction into the New Orleans 





into boxing hall-of-fame 





The highlight of Bernard Docusen’s career was a match up against then welterweight cham- 
pion Sugar Ray Robinson (right) for the title 60 years ago in June. Robinson won the 15- 
round battle by decision. 


pings—neither did Robinson. 

Largely an unsung hero and considered 
an “uncrowned” champion of his time, 
Docusen is still collecting boxing accolades 
today at the age of 81. In June, the Westland 
resident by way of New Orleans, New York 
and California was inducted into the 
California Boxing Hall of Fame along with 
his brother Max “Little Duke” Docusen. 

The Robinson fight was the highlight of his 
career but it clearly didn’t define it. Docusen 
spent the first trek of his career in his home- 
town of New Orleans where he was later 
inducted in to the New Orleans Boxing Hall 


of Fame in 1976. 


He started boxing at the age of 12 under 
the guidance of trainer Whitey Esnault. He 
won the 1942 National AAU Bantamweight 
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Bernard Docusen 


title at 14 As a professional boxer, he made 
his mark early on at a ripe age of 16, using his 
speed and agility to cut down seasoned pros 
like Lefty LaChance— who had 108 victories 
under his belt—and Lulu Constantino. 

A recorded crowd of 10,273 filled the 
Pelican Stadium in New Orleans for the 
Constantino battle on May 5, 1945. Docusen 
pulled out the decision over the veteran of 
113 fights. 

It wasn’t until Docusen beat ex-champ 
Phil Terranova that he decided to branch out 
from New Orleans. The first stop was New 
York where he won 14 fights before moving to 
California. | 

Leaving New Orleans meant leaving 
behind long-time manager and trainer, 
Esnault. 





‘Big Duke’ Westland resident inducted 


‘“‘He wanted to stay local,’ Docusen said. 

That opened the door for managers Benny 
Geigerman and Otis Guichet, but it was in 
California where Docusen’s 37-fight win 
streak came to an end courtesy of a tough-as- 
nails boxer named Gene Burton. Docusen 
bounced back and beat Burton in a rematch 
in New York two months later and followed 
with victories against Earl Turner, Charley 
Salas, Louis Bell and Nick Moran to earn his 
chance at Robinson and the title. 

Ernestine never once was scared of 
Bernard stepping into the ring. 

“Td be nervous,” she said. “I knew he was 
fast and was a good fighter so I knew he 
would be fine.” 

After losing to Robinson, the rest of 
Docusen’s career was a rollercoaster ride. He 
beat future champion Johnny Bratton and 
Hawalian champ Frankie Fernandez but 
then the losses came. He fell in a TKO to Gil 
Turner and lost by decision to Rocky 
Brisebois. Then his boxing career came to an 
end in a TKO loss to Joey Giambra on 
February 24, 1953. 

The recent induction to the California 
Boxing Hall of Fame was icing on the cake 
for Docusen. 

“Tm surprised by it,” said Docusen, who 
admitted he was glad when the end came. “It 
was hard work. I’m glad I did it...too many 
fights. Too many punches.” 

In search for the quiet life and some work 
Docusen moved his family to Wayne, MI in 
1954. He worked at Evans Products in 
Plymouth before he took a custodial job in 
the Wayne-Westland school district, where he 
was featured in the Wayne Memorial High 
School Hi-Lite in 1986'°Bernard and 
Ernestine have lived in Westland for 50 years 
and their children and Chuck Docusen all 
graduated from Wayne Memorial. 

While in his mid 50’s Docusen started 
handwriting his memoirs with hopes of get- 
ting them published some day. When that did- 
nt happen the manuscript found its way to 
the bottom of a suitcase for almost 30 years 
before his oldest daughter Patricia Ann 
Docusen-Maddox discovered it. She format- 
ted, typed the pages and had a friend do 
some editing on the book that is now pub- 
lished as “Bernard Docusen, A Memoir, New 
Orleans’ Amazing Filipino”. 

With two hall of fame inductions under his 
belt already, Docusen might garner some 
attention from the International and World 
boxing halls of fame soon. 

“T’m so proud of him,” said Chuck, who 
spent some time in the ring as an amateur 
boxer. 

“T looked up to him a lot when I was grow- 
ing up and still do.” 

For more information about the book, 
“Bernard Docusen, A Memoir, New Orleans’ 
Amazing Filipino” contact his daughter 
Patricia Ann Docusen-Maddox directly at patri- 
ciamx62@aol.com. 


(left) takes on Joey Barnum at the Olympic Auditorium in Los Angeles, CA on July 8, 1947. 
Docusen won by TKO. | 
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ang kicker gears up for MSU 


the junior varsity team and was moved up to 
Varsity later that year under Coaches Ron 
Meteyer and Eric Brucker. During her senior 
year, Stern also played on the Hawks Club 
Team where she made friends with girls that 
shared the same drive she had. And although 
the teammates all said their goodbyes at the 
end of the season, Stern said that she will 
probably see some of them in the future as 
opponents because many of them are going to 
Big Ten schools as well. 

Although Sarah is a tough player on the 
field, Gretchen says she is a star in other areas 
as well. | 

"Sarah is a very talented artist. Some of 
her sketches have earned her awards during 
her school years. Sarah is also very good 
around children of all ages and will use this 
skill in her chosen profession, education," 
Gretchen said. "I am proud of all that Sarah 
has accomplished, her sense of confidence 
and commitment in all she does, and all the 
wonderful people we have met along her soc- 
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Andrew Kirby 
Staff Writer 








it showed a clip of Lauren Hill playing soccer 
and I thought that would be cool to play soccer 
for MSU," Stern said. 

Her mother, Gretchen, agreed. 

"Michigan State University became a top 
choice in colleges for Sarah after a very tal- 
ented Northville High School player, Lauren 
Hill, decided to play for State. Sarah was also 
fortunate to have met the assistant MSU 
coach, Tammy Farnum, during another soccer 
venture and instantly liked her style of coach- 
ing," Gretchen said, "Finally, with Sarah's 
choice of majors being Education, Michigan 
State University proved an excellent match 
for both academic and athletic endeavors." 

Sarah plays the forward spot and has 
always been pretty fierce competitor on the 
field. On her travel soccer team and then on 
her Northville based club team she always 
strove to be her best. 

"As Sarah has progressed in soccer, I most 
enjoy watching the sheer delight in the game 
of soccer that she displays while competing," 


The Northville soccer star will get plenty 
more chances to do that. She has agreed to 
play soccer for Michigan State University on a 
scholarship. She said it was an easy choice- 
MSU was only the second school she consid- 
ered, and Northville Alum Lauren Hill helped 
sway her mind. 

'T saw a commercial about MSU sports and 


Sarah Stern has played soccer almost as 
long as she's been able to walk. 

™] enjoy every second of it" she said, "It's 
about waiting for the right moment to go for 
the goal." 


oo ae re aN Dee eae Oe G wa oy, . 
> Coes Ss Ree are SONNY 
BeOS UR LOM TR 


NOS 


» 
2 oo 


Late ee 
EAP 
ee 
fs 


tee 


eee ‘ ; / a isaie S SG said her mother. "This has not changed since cer journey." 
ie RS a a <2) she first began playing soccer at age 3." Sarah heads off to MSU for training camp 
As a freshman in high school, Stern made August 12. 





Something to sell? Looking to buy? Find it fast in our Classifieds. 


CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP HALL 
46425 TYLER ROAD 
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The Charter Township of Van Buren Board of Trustees will hold a Public Hearing in con- 
junction with the Regular Board meeting on Tuesday, August 19, 2008 at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Board Room at Township Hall, 46425 Tyler Road, Van Buren Township, MI 48111 to 
consider expansion of Industrial Development District Number 17 to include parcel V125- 
83-047-00-0007-001 and to consider the request for an Industrial Facilities Exemption 
Certificate pursuant to Act 198, Michigan Public Acts of 1974, as amended for Ricardo, 
Inc., 40000 Ricardo Drive, Van Buren Township, Wayne County, Michigan. Following is 
the described parcel: 
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V125-83-047-99-0007-701 described as: 
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*12 V1A1* PT OF W 1/2 OF SW 1/4 OF SEC 12 T3S R8E BEG S 88D 09M 27S E 60.16 
FT AND N 02D 23M 21S W 50.14 FT FROM SW COR OF SEC 12 - - TH N 02D 23M 
55S W 559.87 FT - THN 89D 08M 49S E 644.73 FT - TH S 02D 08M 34S E 565.03 FT - 
TH S 87D 18M 53S W 316.58 FT - TH N 88D 09M 27S W 326.28 FT TO POB. 8.40 AC 
--K-7.91 ' 
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Northville graduate Sarah Stern takes her soccer skills to the collegiate level after earning a | 

scholarship to play-at:Michigan-State University. : “iHNiay) 








phone dtlead oAt te aAninoae 414 _ «(Written comments may. be, forwarded, ta, the, Township Clerk, 46425 Tyler Road, , Van; be 
Buren Township, MI 48111. The exact legal descriptions are available for public review _ 


at the township offices during regular business hours. ' 








THE CHARTER COUNTY OF WAYNE 
In the Matter of: Henry Drain 
NOTICE OF MEETING OF BOARD OF DETERMINATION 






Joannie D. Payne, CMC 
Charter Township of Van Buren 
Publish: August 7, 2008 


Notice Is Hereby Given to you as a person liable for an assessment or a public cor- August 14, 2008 


poration subject to assessment that the Board of Determination will meet on Monday, 
August 25, 2008, at 5:00 P.M. at the Charter Township of Van Buren Municipal 
Center (Otisville/Sheldon Room), 46425 Tyler Road, Belleville, Michigan 48111, to 
hear all interested persons and evidence and to determine whether the Henry Drain 
(Drainage District No. H021), as prayed for in the Petition to clean out, relocate, widen, 
deepen, straighten, tile, extend or relocate, dated April 7, 2008, is necessary and conducive 
to the public health, convenience or welfare, and whether said drain is necessary for the 
protection of the public health of the Township of Van Buren, and City of Belleville in 
accordance with Sections 72 and 191 of Act No. 40, P.A. 1956, as amended. 


1954 PA 188 PROCEEDINGS > 
Notice of Public Hearing on the Special Assessment Roll for 
Homestead Subdivision Phase Ill, IV, and V Street Lighting 
Assessment District 


Charter Township of Van Buren 
Wayne County, Michigan 


Proceedings conducted at this public hearing will be subject to the provision of the 
Michigan Open Meetings Act and you are further notified that information regarding this 
meeting may be obtained from the County Drain Commissioner. Persons with disabilities 
needing accommodations for effective participation in the meeting should contact the 
Wayne County Drain Commissioner at the number noted below (voice) or through the 
Michigan Relay Center at 1-800-649-3777 (TDD) at least 24 hours in advance of the 
meeting to request mobility, visual, hearing or other assistance. Minutes of the meeting 
can be obtained by contacting the Wayne County Drain Commissioner’s Field Office, 


TO: THE RESIDENTS AND PROPERTY OWNERS OF THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
OF VAN BUREN, WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN, OWNERS OF LAND WITHIN 
THE HOMESTEAD SUBDIVISION PHASES III, lV, AND V AND ANY OTHER 
INTERESTED PERSONS: 


3501 Henry Ruff Road, Westland, Michigan 48186. 


You Are Further Notified, that persons aggrieved by the decisions of the Board of 
Determination may seek judicial review in the Circuit Court for the County of Wayne 
within ten (10) days of the determination. 


Publish: ~ August 7, 2008 


















CITY OF ROMULUS 
TAX INCREMENT FINANCE AUTHORITY 
REQUEST TO RECEIVE BIDS 


Bid No. 08/09-04 Wahrman Road Reconstruction, Phase 1 
OHM Job No, 0155-07-0121 


Sealed Bids for Wahrman Road Reconstruction, Phase 1 must be received at the office of 
the City of Romulus no later than 2:00 pm, on August 26, 2008, by the office of the City 
Clerk, 11111 Wayne Road, Romulus, MI 48174. Bid Security in the form of a Bid Bond 


for aun no less than five percent (5%) of the amount of the Bid will be required with 
each Bid. 






Approximate quantities of major items of work involved along with related items and 
restoration include: Approximately 17,000 yds of 9” Conc Pavt with Integral Curb, 


Nonreinf; 5,500’ of Sewer, CI E, 42-48”, Tr Det D; 4,600’ of Water Main, HDPE, 12” 
Pipe Burst Method. 















Contract Documents for this project may be examined at the City of Romulus, 11111 
Wayne Road, Romulus, MI 48174. Documents may also be examined or purchased on and 
after 2:00 pm, August 12, 2008, at Orchard, Hiltz, & McCliment, Inc. (City Engineers), 
34000 Plymouth Road, Livonia, Ml 48150. A nonrefundable $65.00 fee will be charged 


for each set of Contract Documents and $15.00 (nonrefundable) will be charged for each 
set of documents which are mailed. 


a City reserves the right to accept any Bid, reject any Bid, or waive irregularities in 
ids. 


A manadatory pre-bid meeting is scheduled for this project at the City of Romul 
Tuesday, August 19, 2008 at 2:00 pm. ses ty of Romulus on 





Publish: August 7, 2008 


PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Supervisor and Treasurer of the Township has reported 
to the Township Board and filed in the office of the Township Clerk for public examina- 
tion a special assessment roll prepared by the Township covering all properties within the 
Special Assessment District for the Homestead Subdivision Phases III, IV and V, Street 
Lighting Assessment District benefited by the street lighting project. Said assessment roll 
has been prepared for the purpose of assessing a portion of the costs of the construction of 
the street lighting and work incidental thereto with the aforesaid Homestead Subdivision 
Phases III, IV and V Street Lighting Assessment District as more particularly shown on 
the plans by the DTE Energy Company on file with the Township Clerk at 46425 Tyler 
Road, Van Buren Township, which assessment is in the total of $52.66 per year per indi- 
vidual lot. 


PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the Treasurer has further reported that 
the assessment against each and every parcel of land within said District, will be 
equal and the same for each and every lot in the Special Assessment District for the 
Homestead Subdivision Phases III, IV, and V Street Lighting District. 


PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the Township Board will meet at 7:30 p.m. in 
the Van Buren Township Board Room, 46425 Tyler Road, Van Buren Township, MI on 19 
August 2008 for the purpose of reviewing said special assessment roll and hearing any 
objections thereto. Said roll may be examined at the office of the Township Clerk during 
regular business hours of regular business days until the time of said hearing and may fur- 
ther be examined at said hearing. Appearance and protest at the hearing held to confirm 
the special assessment roll is required in order to appeal the amount of the special assess- 
ment to the Michigan Tax Tribunal. 


An owner of party in interest, or his or her agent, may appear in person at the hearing to 
protest the special assessment, or shall be permitted to file his or her appearance or protest 
by letter and his or her personal appearance shall not be required. (The owner or any per- 
son having an interest in the real property who protests in person or in writing at the hear- 
ing may file a written appeal of the special assessment with the Michigan Tax Tribun 


within 30 days after the confirmation of the special assessment roll.) | 


“In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, accommodations can be made 
available with advance notice. Na 


Township Clerk Joannie D. Payne 
46425 Tyler Road 
Belleville, MI 48111 
Publish: July 24, 2008 
August 7, 2008 
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Healthy fun 


Seniors take advantage of local health expo event 


Andrea King 
Staff Writer 


The September Days Senior 
Center in Van Buren Township 
was the spot for health and well- 
ness last week. 

The event took place at the 
township center, drawing more 
than 300 seniors from the 
Belleville area for health screen- 





Chris Goldberg of Adult Well 
Being said her hope is to have 
the community learn there are 
support groups for family care- 
givers. | 

“T really want to get that word 
out today, particularly to some- 
one with memory loss,” she said. 
“It’s a great event and a wonder- 
ful way to reach people because 
so often these events are done, 





ings, information, prizes, dinner — but here it’s fun and information- 
and dancing. Joyce Gant, organiz-__ al.” | 

er of the event, said the seniors Roberta Baldwin of Mona Vie 
are active and 99 said they were 
like to have ‘a | on-hand to show 


lot of fun’ and it’s a great event and a seniors about 


that’s what this | | better nutrition. 
eeno offered ania wondertul way to reach “This juice 
“It’s more people because so provides 19 
productive, but fruits and veg- 
also fun with often these events are - etables per day 
activities and done, but here it’s fun without trying to 
learning,” said ; : buy all those 
fare and informational. vexetables yahe 
Participants : said. “A lot of 
received ‘pass- Chris Goldberg seniors when 
ports’ that they get older, 


would take 
them through the center gift 
shop, exercise room and each 
booth at the event. A goody bag, 
meal voucher tickets and the 
stamped ‘passports’ were incen- 
tives so each senior was able to 
see what every group had to 
offer, Gant said. 

More than 35 booth were at 
the expo including, The Senior 
Concierge, Wayne County 
Sheriff’s Office, Culvers, Social 
Security Administration, 
Advantage Mobility Outfitters, 
Adult Well Being, Beltone 
Hearing, Belleville 
Neighborhood Pharmacy, Jin 





their appetite 
goes down so this is a great 
option for them.” 

Belleville Presbyterian 
Church, who won for the most 
creative display, said they were 
not only promoting the church, 
but also spirit, health and well- 
ness. 

On-site health screenings for 
vision, hearing and blood pres- 
sure, were also available. 

People can also expect to see 
the Senior Health and Wellness 
Expo next year, too, according to 
Linda Combs, director of the sen- 
ior center. 

“We hope to have one every 





the expo. 





The Social Security Administration was one of the many — Martha Toth, trustee on the Van Buren Public School 
Animal Advocates and The “something our-seniors need-to booths on display for seniors-at the health and weliness- Board, picks“up informatiorr-duriny the’ September 


Shin Jyutsu, Closer to Home year,” she said. “It’s great and it’s 





Days health an ss event. 
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| Romulus Community School Disirct 


| will be accepting 





er eo tag 11- 22, 2008 


IN ADDITION TO A QUALITY EDUCATION FOR YOUR CHILD, WE OFFER: 
School latch key program 

i 

Boys and Girls Club available until 8:30 p.m. for $35/year 

| Includes transportation from home school to Boys & Girls Club schools 

| Kindergarten through Eighth Grade: 10 openings per grade 
| Enrollment forms may be obtained now at: 

| Barth Elementary 38207 Barth Road 734-532-1253 

, Cory Elementary 35200 Smith Road . 734-532-1303 

ce gem Halecreek Elementary 16200 Harrison Road 734-532-1353 
Merriman Elementary 15303 Merriman Road 734-532-1403 

- Romulus Elementary 32200 Beverly Road 734-532-1453 

Wick Elementary 36900 Wick Road 734-532-1503 

Bate Romulus Middle School 37300 Wick Road 734-532-1703 


